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CONFIDENTIAL         NOVEMBER 1, 2009 
MEDICAL STUDENT PERFORMANCE EVALUATION FOR 

JOHN DOE, MS 
 

 
This letter is an evaluation of the achievements of John Doe, a medical student at the University of California, 
San Francisco (UCSF). Mr. Doe matriculated into the UCSF-UC Berkeley Joint Medical Program in June 
2005, and is expected to graduate in June 2010. He is, in our opinion, an excellent candidate for postgraduate 
training. 
 
UNIQUE QUALIFICATIONS AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
Mr. Doe graduated from the California Institute of Technology (Caltech) in 2003 with a bachelor’s degree in 
chemistry. While in college, he conducted research on organic synthesis of novel protein kinase inhibitors. Mr. 
Doe served as treasurer for Caltech’s premedical chapter of the American Medical Student Association, and 
volunteered as a medical assistant at a local health clinic for the underserved. After graduating, Mr. Doe 
worked for two years as a research assistant in the division of chemistry and chemical engineering where he 
developed new technology for identifying and isolating cells that grow with asymmetric kinetics. Mr. Doe 
coauthored an article based on this work that was published in the Journal of Experimental Biology (November 
2007). 
 
While in medical school, Mr. Doe volunteered at the student-run UC Berkeley Suitcase Clinic, which provides 
basic medical care to the underserved in the East Bay, and at the HIV Prevention Project, a syringe exchange 
program in San Francisco. During the summer after his first year, Mr. Doe traveled to rural areas of China to 
shadow health care workers and volunteer in public health care clinics. During his clerkship years, Mr. Doe 
partnered with a classmate to design and lead a smoking cessation class for homeless men.  
 
ACADEMIC PROGRESS 
The UCSF-UC Berkeley Joint Medical Program (JMP) is a five-year Master of Science/MD program; students 
spend the first three years of the program on the Berkeley campus, completing a problem-based preclerkship 
curriculum and master’s degree in health and medical sciences. Students then transition to the UCSF campus 
to complete their clinical studies. 
 
The JMP faculty summarized Mr. Doe’s overall performance: “John Doe fulfilled all requirements for the MS 
degree, maintained a record of excellent work, and has the full support of the Joint Medical Program faculty.” 
For his master’s research, Mr. Doe recruited, interviewed, and examined injection drug users to estimate the 
prevalence of and risk factors for abscesses and cellulitis in the community. He wrote his thesis, entitled “Skin 
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and soft tissue infections among injection drug users in the Tenderloin neighborhood of San Francisco,” as 
well an article that has been accepted for publication in Clinical Infectious Diseases. Mr. Doe was awarded a 
master’s degree in health and medical sciences in from UC Berkeley in April 2008, and is expected to obtain 
his MD degree from UCSF in June 2010. 
 
The School of Medicine has a pass/fail grading system for preclerkship courses, and a pass/fail/honors 
grading system for most clinical courses. To date, Mr. Doe has earned honors for the required core clerkship 
in neurology, for elective rotations in allergy/immunology and clinical cardiology, and for an advanced 
clerkship in medicine.  
 
Summative evaluations of Mr. Doe’s performance in clinical courses and research are included verbatim and 
in chronological order below, interspersed with relevant program descriptions. All clinical evaluations received 
prior to October 9, 2009 are included below. Any administrative annotations to clinical performance evaluations, 
including designation of courses as pass/fail only, are noted in italics.  
 
Core Clerkship in Pediatrics: John is a very reliable, thorough, and conscientious medical student who 
impressed all colleagues with his helpfulness and enthusiasm for learning. He was able to organize, synthesize, 
and present complex material well, and showed very good clinical reasoning. He has a very calm and 
professional approach with patients and families, and coupled with his sense of personal responsibility for 
them, most families easily saw him as their primary provider. This was an excellent start to the clinical 
clerkship year by this skilled and caring student! 
 
Core Clerkship in Surgery: Overall, Mr. Doe did an excellent job during the course of the rotation at 
Alameda County Medical Center. He was an active member of the team and always went the extra mile to care 
for his patients. His fund of knowledge was excellent. He was quick to synthesize surgical problems that he 
encountered. He read the surgical literature and incorporated this new knowledge to the care of his patients. 
The history and physical examinations that he presented to his preceptor showed a clear understanding of 
surgical problems that he was exposed to during the course of the rotation. His oral presentations were clear 
and concise and showed a mastery of surgical problems that he encountered. His performance on the 
observed physical exam was excellent. He did an excellent job in interacting with all the housestaff, nurses, 
patients, and the families. He will no doubt make an excellent house officer in the future. 
 
Core Clerkship in Surgical Subspecialties: Otolaryngology: Mr. Doe demonstrated an appropriate level of 
interest in clinical activity and appropriately interacted with patients, staff, and faculty. This clerkship is graded as 
pass/fail only, and students are not eligible for honors.  
 
Core Clerkship in Family & Community Medicine: John Doe has excellent clinical skills. He was 
outstanding in soliciting feedback and applying suggestions to his work. He made great strides during the 
clerkship in his ability to organize and present complex cases in a concise, focused manner. By the end of the 
rotation his record keeping was excellent. John has a gentle and thoughtful way of interacting with patients. 
Patients commented on his ability to make them feel comfortable, and on his thoroughness. Community Health: 
John, working together with another student, enthusiastically conducted a successful large scale, complex 
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survey assessing sleeplessness and sleep knowledge among two hundred students at Laguna Honda High 
School. They also developed an engaging lecture, which they gave to about one hundred students. For the 
home visit, John persevered (despite multiple logistical challenges) in visiting the home of a child with 
persistent, poorly controlled asthma. His environmental assessment and medication teaching was a valuable 
and needed service for this family. Family Medicine Seminar: John did a good presentation and was well 
prepared, bringing up points from readings to add to the discussion. He was attentive and thoughtful about 
the role of a physician. As the above comments reflect, John Doe did excellent work in FCM 110.  
 
Core Clerkship in Medicine: John did an excellent job. He brought a solid fund of knowledge and excellent 
problem solving skills. He participated actively in teaching rounds. His history taking was well focused and his 
physical examination skills were appropriate for his level of training. His oral presentations were thorough and 
complete with an excellent understanding of the patients’ problems. He was able to think on his feet and 
analyzed clinical questions he had not encountered before. Team members appreciated his enthusiasm, 
curiosity, and hard work. He was open to feedback and was clearly interested in learning. Team members 
praised his consistent, reliable, and conscientious work style and the fact that he integrated well into the team 
structure. 
 
Core Clerkship in Psychiatry: John Doe’s clerkship was based at UCSF Fresno. He was a responsible, 
professional, conscientious, curious, detailed, and organized student who was described as one of the very top 
students to rotate at the site in years. He began with a high level of clinical skills and knowledge about 
psychiatry, but excelled even further throughout the rotation. His biopsychosocial presentations were near the 
level of psychiatry residents. His contributions to conferences and presentations on researched topics were 
stellar. Everyone absolutely loved working with him, and he contributed greatly to the care of his patients. He 
would make an outstanding psychiatrist, and will be an outstanding house officer in any field.  
 
Core Clerkship in Neurology: Mr. Doe was an excellent medical student on the neurology service and 
performed well during this rotation. His patients appreciated his thoughtful bedside manner. He was always 
enthusiastic and worked hard to continuously improve his skills and learn from his patients. His write-ups and 
presentations improved considerably through the month as his growing experience and knowledge base 
allowed him to focus on the key issues with each patient. He was hardworking and dependable, and it was a 
pleasure to have on the rotation. Honors Awarded. 
 
Longitudinal Clinical Experience (LCE): Mr. Doe successfully completed a yearlong ambulatory 
continuity clinic in a gastroenterology practice setting. Dr. Bob Smith evaluated his performance as follows: 
“John was a very enthusiastic and responsible student. He carefully reviewed the numerous disease entities we 
came across in each of his patients, independently researched topics, and showed an overall dedication to the 
course goals. His write-ups were thorough yet on point for the practice setting. He demonstrated a genuine 
interest in the patients, conversed easily with patients and staff, and was very responsible in completing the 
numerous course dates, despite the challenges of a sometimes conflicting course schedule. It was a pleasure 
working with him, and he will doubtlessly make a dedicated and empathetic physician.” This clerkship is graded 
as pass/fail only and students are not eligible for honors. 
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Core Clerkship in Obstetrics & Gynecology: Mr. Doe did an excellent job on this rotation at a tertiary-
level university hospital. He rapidly increased his knowledge in women’s health over the six-week rotation. He 
was conscientious, hardworking, enthusiastic, thoughtful, reliable, helpful to the team, and charismatic. His 
history-taking and physical exam skills were comprehensive and accurate. His chart notes were well written. 
He was compassionate with his patients, and worked well with all members of the staff. He will be an 
excellent house officer. 
 
Core Clerkship in Anesthesia: Evaluators noted John to be enthusiastic, knowledgeable, a team player, and 
eager to learn. Solid performance. 
 
Advanced Clerkship in Medicine – Senior Medicine: John demonstrated an outstanding fund of 
knowledge, clinical skills, and professional attributes. Evaluators wrote: “During this subinternship, John 
performed at a higher level than most interns. He showed outstanding reasoning ability in making medical 
decisions by gathering information from reading, questioning consultants, and listening to his patients 
beforehand. His questions on rounds were sophisticated, thoughtful, and relevant. He was completely reliable 
and accurate in gathering data about his patients, and was interested in improving his physical exam skills. He 
often took several complicated patients during a day on call, and we were always confident that he would be 
able to handle them and would ask for help at appropriate times. His equanimity and enthusiasm were also 
assets to the team. Overall, John is one of the best students I have worked with in several years.” “John was a 
tremendous asset to our team. He functioned at a very high level, with the confidence and reliability of a 
seasoned intern. He pays very careful attention to detail and can be trusted to follow up on all manner of 
patient care, from disposition to hotels, to primary care follow-up appointments, to specialists’ appointments. 
John has a strong knowledge base, and clearly demonstrates active reading of literature to help him assess 
patient problems and determine diagnostic sequences and treatment options. He is able to integrate complex 
issues and prioritize problems so that effective patient care is delivered. He knows how to distinguish the ‘big 
picture’ from minor details. Also, importantly, John has great rapport with his patients. I could rely on him to 
communicate care plans with his patients and their families. Any residency program would be extremely lucky 
to have him on their house staff.” Overall, this was an outstanding performance. Honors Awarded. 
 
Elective Rotation in Medicine – Allergy/Immunology: Mr. Doe had a superior fund of knowledge and 
decision-making skills compared with his peers. He worked well with the team and demonstrated interest in 
learning during the rotation. Honors Awarded.  
 
Advanced Clerkship in Psychiatry – Inpatient: John was a pleasure to work with. He is a gentle and kind-
hearted young man who has genuine compassion for his patients. He was very conscientious in his work and 
worked extremely hard in self-improvement, receiving feedback well and trying to implement it.  
 
Elective Rotation in Anatomy – Gross and Regional: No summary evaluative comments were received in time for 
inclusion in the Medical Student Performance Evaluation. 
 
Elective Rotation in Medicine – Clinical Cardiology: Mr. Doe was very easy to work with, actually a 
pleasure. He was very knowledgeable. Honors Awarded.  
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Prior to graduation in June 2010, Mr. Doe is scheduled to complete elective rotations in hepatology, 
adolescent medicine, intensive care, pain management, clinical radiology, and culture and integrative medicine; 
an off-campus clerkship in emergency medicine at New York University; and the required three-week “Coda” 
course, which prepares students for internship and concludes our curriculum. 
 
SUMMARY 
John Doe, MS, has applied his extensive educational and research background in the sciences to his medical 
education effectively, mastering the core curricular material and demonstrating sound clinical skills. In his 
capable clinical performance, he is consistently noted to balance hard work, thoroughness, and intellectual 
curiosity with insightful, attentive clinical care and persistent advocacy for his patients. This combination of 
strengths, experience, creativity, and accomplishment surely forecasts meaningful contributions to the 
education and care of his future patients. I am pleased, therefore, to recommend John Doe, MS, to you as an 
excellent candidate for postgraduate training. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
Helen Loeser, MD, MSc 
Associate Dean for Curricular Affairs 
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